Fronto-limbic abnormalities in a patient with compulsive hoarding: a 99mTc-ECD SPECT study.
Little is known about the neuronal mechanism underpinning the pathophysiology of compulsive hoarding. We report the cerebral blood flow changes in an obsessive-convulsive patient with severe hoarding. The patient showed hyperperfusion of the fronto-temporal region and hypoperfusion of the striatal, the middle cingulate and the medial temporal regions during the stage with severe symptoms. Following improvement from the hoarding behaviors, the extent of hypoperfusion was expanded in the bilateral striatum, the anterior and middle cingulate gyrus. The result may substantiate evidence of the fronto-limbic abnormality involved in the pathophysiology of compulsive hoarding.